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Food adulicrution has always been a soctal concern lor the whole world
sinee the Victorian era, even in ghly developed countrics Bike the United states
and the tInited Kingdom. This was the reason why the Pure Food and Doog Act
was enacted by Congress in 1906,

History of food adulterant

Frederick acumen, a German chemist, was the first 1o investipgate the use
of toxic metal food adulterant in food and alse in drink way bhack in 1820},
Extensive studies were also conducted by Arthur Hill [Hassall and this led 1o the
cnactment o the food Adulieration Act of 1860,

Despite the laws that called for food testing procedures, the use of
adulterants increased in the 20" century, no thanks to industrialization, As
companics sought to become more competitive in the global arcna, they forgot
their commitment to provide quality products to the consumers, fiving rise 1o
the clamor among consumers to test for food adulteration,

Dept. of Chemistry A.C.5 .College, Palus 2




l" Food Adulteration

Theory
1 !

. The increasing number of food producers and the outstanding amount of
import foodstuffs enables the producers to mislead and cheat consumers. To
differentiate those who take advantage of legal rules from the ones who commit
food adulteration is very difficult. The consciousness of consumers would be
crucial. Ignorance and unfair market behavior may endanger consumer health

and misleading can lead to poisoning. So we need simple screening tests for
their detection.

In the past few decades, adulteration of food has become one of the
sertous problems. Consumption of adulterated food causes serious diseases like
| cancer, diarrhea, asthma, ulcers, etc. majority of fats, oils and butter are paraffin
wax, castor oil and hydrocarbons. Red chili powder is mixed with brick powder
and pepper is mixed with dried papaya seeds. These adulterants can be easily
identified by simple chemical tests,

Several agencies have been set up by the Government of India to remove
adulterants from food stuffs.

AGMARK- acronym for agricultural markeling. This organization
I certifies food products for their quality. Its objectives are to promote the grading
and standardization of agricultural and allied commodities.
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